Trader Joe’s Company 
800 S. Shamrock Ave.  

Monrovia, CA 91016
[DATE]
Dear Trader Joe’s
I am a fan of many of your products and the ethos of your store. It is genuinely fun to shop there. I greatly appreciate the way you keep costs down while maintaining high quality ingredients through vertical production and packaging. Selling wholesome food that supports the local community by sourcing directly from suppliers is a practice I strongly applaud. 
The same audience that appreciates food produced in this way expects the environment to be protected after the products are sold. The amount of plastic that Trader Joes contributes to landfills, waterways and the ocean is untenable. Your audience will love it when your products are packaged in sustainable packaging. I have heard many complaints from people about the amount of plastic Trader Joe’s uses.
For example, Trader Joe’s Sea Salt is packaged in #5 plastic. Why? Why not package it in sustainable cardboard like other companies have done for over 100 years? The Inside Trader Joe’s episode #11 from 2019 states that you are “working to source renewable and recycled packaging materials” and “choose packaging that can be realistically recycled.” Some inroads have been made, but 7 years after the episode why is there still so much single-use plastic for sale in your stores?  
This contradicts the stated aim of “working to source renewable and recycled packaging materials” and instead hurts the planet. Less than 10% of all plastic ever produced has been recycled. Furthermore, a lot of carbon is emitted into the atmosphere in the recycling process. When it does get recycled, what does it get recycled into? More plastic. This is not a sustainable practice.
According to Statistica, plastic waste is projected to reach 615 million metric tons per year by 2040 if trends continue
This is not tenable for our planet and we need to do more.
If Trader Joe’s provided sustainable packaging it would broaden your appeal with the growing community of people who are looking for products that are organic, plastic-free, and truly sustainable. It’s the right thing to do.
Please replace all plastic packing with renewable, compostable alternatives.
Sincerely,
[YOUR SIGNATURE]
[YOUR NAME AND ADDRESS]
