Equal Exchange

50 United Drive

West Bridgewater MA 02379

email info@equalexchange.com
[DATE]
Dear Equal Exchange
I am a fan of your organic French Roast Coffee. Growing coffee without pesticides or fertilizers is a practice I strongly applaud. I love that you support organic agriculture, biodiversity, and family farms.
The same audience that appreciates food produced in this way expects the environment to be protected after the products are sold. Protecting the ecosystem on local farms is important, but the amount of plastic that Equal Exchange is contributing to landfills, waterways and the ocean is untenable. 
Did you know that apart from the tiny amount that has been incinerated, “all of the conventional plastic ever made is still present on the planet…?” (Thompson et al, Science Oct 2024) 

Think about that. Really think about that.
Merely recycling is not the answer. Less than 10% of all plastic ever produced has been recycled. Furthermore, a lot of carbon is emitted into the atmosphere in the recycling process. When it does get recycled, what does it get recycled into? More plastic. This does not contribute positively to society or the environment.
This is not tenable for our planet and we need to do more.
The Equal Exchange website states that you are working towards a “sustainable world,” and you rightly ask, “How do we hold organizations accountable and ensure that regenerative practices drive real, systemic change?” I want you to stop selling products in plastic. That would demonstrate that you sincerely care about the environment. 
Switching to sustainable packaging would strengthen Equal Exchange’s appeal among consumers seeking organic, plastic‑free, truly sustainable products. It’s the right thing to do.
Please replace all plastic packing with renewable, home compostable alternatives.
Sincerely,
[YOUR SIGNATURE]
[YOUR NAME]

