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DANIELLE EUBANK ANNOUNCES PAINTINGS STOLEN IN 2021 HAVE BEEN 

RETURNED 
Crime remains unsolved, though paintings are home safely 

 
LOS ANGELES, CALIF., Sept. 26, 2022, – Danielle Eubank, a Los Angeles-based 
painter dedicated to painting bodies of water across the world, announced today that 
two paintings that were stolen in May 2021 in the San Luis Obispo area, have been 
returned.   
 
The perpetrators of the crime are unknown as the paintings were returned by a local 
member of the community, Alejandro Lopez, to EDNA Contemporary Gallery earlier this 
week.  
 
A “Homecoming Celebration” for the paintings will be held where the paintings will be on 
view for the first time since the theft, on Saturday, November 5, at 5pm at EDNA 
Contemporary Fine Art Gallery in San Luis Obispo. 
 
“I am relieved to have these paintings back,” said Eubank.  “We may never find out who 
did this or why they stole the paintings but regardless, the paintings that were stolen are 
important because they were my first two paintings of Antarctica and the beginning of 
the final set of paintings to cap my decades-long quest to paint every ocean. It's critical 
to me that I share my artwork and the impacts of climate change on particularly 
vulnerable and fragile bodies of water across the Earth, including the Southern Ocean.” 
 
The 42x60 inch paintings were stolen while the gallery was showing them to a collector. 
A police report was filed. Eubank and EDNA Contemporary, as well as Eubank’s other 
galleries in California and members of the public widely broadcast the theft in hope that 
someone would find them and return them.  
 
“I was shocked and obviously dismayed when I realized my car had been broken into 
and the paintings were stolen,” said EDNA Contemporary Gallery owner Sheryl 
Chesnut. “It’s bewildering how two paintings as large as these could be taken and 
transported without being seen. I am excited to have them back and look forward to 
showcasing them, along with Danielle’s other exceptional paintings at the gallery.”  
 
Danielle Eubank is widely known as one of the world’s foremost painters of water and a 
true expert on her subject. She has spent the last 21 years exploring, observing and 
painting the water of every ocean on Earth.  
 
Her most recent expedition took her to Antarctica to study the Southern Ocean. One 
Artist Five Oceans is a series of large paintings that push into thoughts of abstraction 
and introspection while exploring the personality of water of all five of Earth’s oceans.  



 

 
Background on Eubank: 
Eubank earned her MFA at UCLA and has lectured at conferences and universities in 
Japan, Korea, Germany, United Kingdom, France, Mexico, The United States, Spain, 
Syria and Italy. From 2011-2014, she painted the Henley Royal Regatta, in Henley-on-
Thames, England. In 2012, a documentary film about her work, Mozambique VI, 
premiered at the Newport Beach Film Festival.  
 
In 2014-15, she was a recipient of the Pollock-Krasner Foundation Grant. In 2018, she 
was a Creative Climate Award nominee and the awardee of the WCA/United Nations 
Program Honor Roll Award in 2019. Eubank exhibits widely in the US, as well as the 
UK, Europe and Asia. She currently lives and works in Los Angeles, where she is an 
active member of the arts community and works to facilitate public conversations about 
water and climate issues. 
 
She began her quest to paint the Earth’s five major oceans in 2001 and since then she 
has traveled over 30,000 miles on sea, painted more than 200 bodies of water, and 
painted water in more than 24 countries.  She is committed to using her art to forward 
public conversation about how climate change threatens our seas and what we can do, 
in our own lives, to support the environment. 
 
 
Background on EDNA Contemporary Gallery: 
Based on the Central Coast of California EDNA Contemporary showcases artwork by 
exceptional emerging to established artists. We strive to break down traditional barriers 
by creating a relaxed and personal environment to view artwork and connecting 
collectors with art and the artists that enrich their lives. We hope to benefit our 
community by introducing world class artists to the Central Coast, showcasing local 
artists on a regular basis, and donating to local charities throughout the year.  
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